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been committed in the penal settlement of the Anda-
man Islands* The circumstances had been somewhat
slightly reported on by the local administration, but
the case seemed to the Viceroy to reflect on the whole
management of the Colony, and to demand a full
inquiry. The investigations that followed revealed a
state of things requiring searching reform, and their
disclosures received additional significance from the
comments of the Supreme Court in Calcutta, on the
trial of the murderer. The Andamans are a group
of islands far out in the Bay of Bengal, 590 geogra-
phical miles from the mouth of the Ganges, and 160
from the nearest point of Burmah, Our connection
with them began in 1789, when the Bengal Govern-
ment established on them a convict settlement, to-
gether with a harbour of refuge for ships blown out
of their course. During seven years the settlers
struggled against the deadly malaria of the jungles, the
bludgeons of the natives, and the failure of supplies
from the mainland; till, in 1796, the Indian Govern-
ment found itself compelled to bring away the rem-
nant and to abandon the Colony. Throughout the
next half century, the Andamans appear in the records
only as a cluster of cannibal islands, peopled with
fierce fish-eating tribes, who promptly killed the
savant we had sent to study their natural history, cut
off stragglers from two troop-vessels that had gone
ashore, and murdered shipwrecked crews. These
atrocities at length forced on the Indian authorities
the reoccupation of the islands. A new settlement
was projected in 1855, and the number of life-prisoners